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TRIBUTE TO OUR FRIEND
Well, it was bound to happen someday—Ron Becker, who has served as the director of 
Therapeutic Recreation at Coler-Goldwater Hospital since 2002 and held the same position at 
Carter Hospital since its opening has decided to retire. Back in 2005, when we were thinking 
about starting Angelica, Ron encouraged us to go for it and promised to help in any way he 
could. 

He delivered on that promise 
many times over–none of the 
programs we have developed and 
implemented over the years would 
have happened without Ron. From 
our first Sweetheart Ball in 2006 
on, we realized how lucky we were 
to have someone at the hospital 
that would help plan, manage and 
execute all of our ideas. Ron held 
a seat on our board and was a 
vital link to hospital administration, 
getting approval for our projects, 
advising us on policies and 
procedures, and advocating for us 
whenever necessary. 
So much of the work that Ron did was after hours (we felt a 
bit guilty about taking a significant amount of time away from 
his wife and children!) He supervised all event staffing and did 
much of the work himself -- including ordering and hanging 
decorations, arranging and picking up food, and purchasing 
clothing to give away to patients at our fashion shows. As 
far as the patients were concerned, Ron was invaluable. He 
taught some of the art classes at the hospital himself and 
always encouraged them to tap into their own personal 
creativity through visual arts, dancing and singing. He often 
played the role of the master of ceremonies at our events 
and always made the occasions lively and fun. 
One of Ron’s many wonderful attributes is that he really 
knows how to stretch a dollar. For example, he bought most of 
the food for our events at Costco and spent countless hours 

combing the sales racks at Kohl’s 
for bargains (and using ‘Kohl’s 
Cash’ to buy even more!) Instead 
of starting from scratch for each 
event, he stored, repurposed 
and reused old decorations and 
supplies. Therefore, we always 
knew that all of our donors’ 
money was spent with care and 
that nothing ever was wasted.
When it came to fundraising, Ron 
wrote some of the articles for 
our newsletters, edited others 
and provided us with countless 
photos. He even convinced his 
wife Pat to do the graphic design 

of the newsletters (thank you Pat!). Ron developed ideas for 
programs that we could turn into grant proposals and wrote 
and edited some of the text. And when we were fortunate 
enough to receive grants, he made sure that the programs 
were implemented as outlined in the proposals and wrote 
the necessary program evaluations. 
In 2003, less than a year after he took the helm, the department 
of Therapeutic Recreation was given the “Department of the 
Year” award.  In 2006, Ron wrote a grant that was awarded 
to Coler-Goldwater and Gouverneur to conduct a two 
year study to address inappropriate behaviors in adults with 
dementia.  And in 2008, Angelica won the New York State 
Therapeutic Recreation Association’s Organization of the 
Year award, largely due to Ron’s great work.

Ron shown with his painting "Caumsett Park" 
shown at the Art League of Long Island.



Angelica Takes On The Lower East Side 

At our retreat this Spring, the board decided to begin to serve an additional facility 
that is run by the New York City Health and Hospitals Corporation: Gouverneur 
Healthcare Services. Gouverneur opened its doors as a community hospital in 1885 
and today it has over 230 beds for nursing home residents and 58 beds for short-
term rehabilitation. It also provides a wide-range of healthcare services to the Lower 
East Side community, including primary care, women’s health and outpatient surgery. 
Angelica will focus on programs that serve the nursing home residents. We recently 
met with Maryethel Sowa, the assistant director of Therapeutic Recreation, and 
she is very enthusiastic about our new partnership. Some of the ideas that we 
have for the residents include horticultural therapy, karaoke and Chinese opera 

performances. The facility lacks some amenities that the residents would enjoy, including computers, music in the common 
areas and DVD players. We look forward to working with the staff and getting to know the residents at Gouverneur.

Sunday Social Starts Up

Angelica is partnering with New York Cares to bring another volunteer program 
to Coler Hospital. The idea for this new program came from the patient 
committee at Coler, who said they would like to have visitors come on Sunday 
afternoons for social gatherings. Starting in June, volunteers from New York 
Cares will run the program on a monthly basis. Each ‘Sunday Social’ will have 
a theme -- the first three are: afternoon teatime, Christmas in July (the movie 
“Frozen” will be shown) and a domino tournament. Jeff Brandt and Harsha 
Amirthajothi, the team leaders who run our Thursday night program, will be 
directing the launch of this one as well.

Do Good While You Shop

Once again we want to highlight Good Shop (www.goodsearch.com/goodshop.aspx). This is a nonprofit website that is a 
shopping portal. Once you set up an account and select Angelica as the nonprofit of your choice, and then every time you 
shop online, if you go through the Good Shop portal, a percentage of your spending will be donated to us. For example, 
Nordstrom donates 7% while Expedia and Amazon give 4% and 1.5% respectively. It doesn’t cost you anything, takes only 
an extra second and the donations can really add up. Please give it a try!

Ron and Pat have two children—Amanda, who is studying at Hunter College, and Matthew, who started college last year. 
Since he left at the end of March, Ron has rekindled his passion for painting. He enjoys walking his dog, gardening, singing in 
a choir and is very active in his church. While Ron is enjoying some time off, he continues to care deeply about the patients 
and is staying involved on the Angelica board.
Over the years, Ron trained and mentored many recreational therapists. His two assistants, Jovemay Santos and Russ Pikell, 
have taken his place at Coler and Carter Hospitals. Fortunately, he left us in good hands because both Jovi and Russ are 
dedicated to the patients and committed to working with Angelica to continue and expand our programs. We thank Ron 
for everything he has done for Angelica and continues to do.  We wish him well in future endeavors in his field, much joy 
and, most of all, many new adventures in the coming years!

Individual donors are the source of the majority of our funding, and all donations go directly into our programs at 
the three hospitals that we support.  We appreciate all of our supporters and welcome gifts of any size. Angelica is 
recognized as a tax-exempt organization under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.  Many companies 
have matching gift programs and we appreciate matching gifts.  Please mail your donation to Angelica Patient 
Assistance Program, 555 Madison Avenue, 6th Floor, New York, NY 10022 or go to www.angelicaprogram.org to 
contribute online.
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